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448 Book Notices. 

many words as are employed in the list of forts appended to the chapter on the 
army. Not a hint is given of the important fact that the wild tribes among the 
mountains of the north and northeast are largely pastoral and semi-nomadic be- 
cause the climate of their high mountains is too cold for agriculture; while in the 
plains and low hills of the west and southwest other tribes follow the same mode 
of life because the climate is too dry for agriculture. Nor is it anywhere stated 
that the most prosperous villages antl largest towns, except Kabul, lie near the 
edge of the mountainous regions where the river-valleys broaden and where it is 
easy to practise irrigation, which is essential to all agriculture. 

The last third of Hamilton's book is interesting. It begins with a bright 
account of Kabul, based on the descriptions of Dr. Gray and Mrs. Daly; and ends 
with sixty pages on Anglo-Afghan relations during the past twenty-five years. 
In dealing with political subjects Hamilton is at home. Unfortunately, he is so 
intense a Russophobe that he does not do justice to Russia. He attributes all the 
activities of that country in Central Asia to mere meanness and selfishness. "The 
policy of this country [England]," he says, "should be mistrustful of Russia 
always, and our attitude should be actively suspicious. In Asia, — she is our in- 
veterate opponent and the one element of danger which never can be removed 
from our path." He scores Russia for planning railways in Afghanistan, and on 
the next page proposes that England do the same thing. He declaims against 
Russia's "diplomatic morality," and says that "her solemnly pledged word is 
instinctive with treachery;" but he seems to see nothing except good in the fact 
that England persuaded Abdur Rahman, the late Amir, to break his solemnly- 
pledged word to Russia. He overlooks the fact that Russia has conquered and 
pacified tribe after tribe in Central Asia, partly, at least, because they were not 
separated from her by any natural boundary. At the great mountains she will 
stop, as England has stopped at the Himalayas. Neither England nor Russia 
can be expected to be content with the present situation in Afghanistan while that 
country blocks the trade of British India with Persia,, and holds the headwaters 
of rivers which support some of the great oases of Russian Turkestan. E. H. 

Internationaler Meteorologischer Kodex. Im Auftrage des In- 
ternationalen Meteorologischen Kommittees Bearbeitet. Von 
G. Hellmann und H. H. Hildebrandsson. Deutsche Ausgabe besorgt 
von dem KQniglich Preussischen Meteorologischen Institut. Berlin, Behrend & 
Co., 1907. 8vo. Pp. 81. 
At the Southport meeting of the International Meteorological Committee in 
1903, Dr. Hellmann brought forward the plan of preparing a classified collection 
of the resolutions passed at the successive meetings of the International Meteoro- 
logical Congress and International Meteorological Committee. The Committee 
endorsed the proposal, and entrusted the task of preparation to Drs. Hellmann and 
Hildebrandsson. The present volume is the result of the labours of these two 
men. The resolutions are carefully classified by subjects, with references to the 
year in which they were adopted and to the reports in which the discussions on 
these resolutions may be found. All votes dealing with matters now disposed 
of — as, e. g., the international cloud year — are wisely omitted, as are those which 
are out of date because overridden by more recent ones. The Kodex makes it 
possible for any one very easily to ascertain just what official action has been 
taken by the international authority on every subject. An excellent index (sub- 
ject and author) to the reports of the various Congresses is appended to the 
Kodex, and adds greatly to the value of these reports. R. DeC. W. 



